
ROCKED BY TWO EXPLOSIONS

A highly complex salvage operation was
coordinated by Tsavliris after the 43,000 dwt
Choyang Success caught fire in September
2000 off the Malaysian coast just one day
into its voyage and with 1,711 containers
on board. Two explosions then rocked the
vessel, which made it back to Singapore to
unload 132 boxes over the fire-racked No. 6
hold before being ordered out of the port.
It was at that critical stage, with the fires
still persisting, that Tsavliris was contracted
to handle the casualty. The tug Britoil 33
was called in from Tuas, Singapore and had
the blaze under control in 48 hours with
more CO2 pumped into the hold. A crane
barge and three tugs then quickly removed
10 of the damaged containers, and special
portable tanks were ordered up to pump out
highly contaminated wastewaters and remove
the remaining boxes in the hold. Once a
floating crane had lifted the hatchcovers, a
tank cleaning team then quickly restored
No. 6 to good shape for reloading of the
containers and return of the Choyang
Success to the berth.

OPPRESSIVE, DANGEROUS CONDITIONS

ëThe services (off Singapore) were provided
promptly and were entirely successful [...] They
included the provision of a fire fighting tug [...]
supplies of CO2, a team of firefighters who had
to endure oppressive and dangerous conditions
working in hold No. 6, and several supporting
craft which enabled the whole operation to be
carried out without delay or mishap [...] The
salvage team displayed salvage skills and
experience in continuing to keep (the fire)
under control and then in extinguishing it
by removing from hold No. 6 the containers
immediately affected by the explosion and fire.í

NIGEL TEARE QC
M/V Choyang Success - Appeal Award,

19th August 2002

The general feeling is that, in arbitration, devotion
to law is less admired by the public than the
willingness to strain it.

FALI NARIMAN,
Former ICCA president

Wim van Yperen
 Tsavliris brochure



Others let (fishing lines) drift with the current...
but I keep them with precision. Only I have no
luck any more. But who knows? Maybe today.
Every day is a new day. It is better to be lucky.
But I would rather be exact. Then when luck
comes you are ready.

ERNEST HEMINGWAY,
The Old Man and The Sea

Photos on this and facing page show phases of the
complex Choyang Success salvage operation.

FACED RISK OF PIRATE ATTACK

‘The services were impeccably prompt and  [...]
just what the casualty required. I also find that
- in contrast to the dangers which would have
faced the casualty if unsalved at the Western
end of the Malacca Strait - the tug at least did
face a risk of pirate attack as the slow moving
flotilla neared the Singapore area [...] (and) brought
the casualty 600 miles to a place of safety.’

CHARLES MacDONALD QC
M/V Hanoi Glory - Award, 16th May 2002

Allegations of neglect or misconduct on the part
of salvors run like a refrain through the salvage
cases. Such allegations, in the context of a maritime
catastrophe, are easy to make, hard to disprove and
obvious counters for the shipowner to throw into
the game in his natural desire to pay as little
salvage money as possible.

THE LAW OF SALVAGE,
Gilmore & Black, 2ND Edn 1975

Expert witnesses used to be genuinely independent
experts. Men of outstanding eminence in their fields.
Today they are in practice hired guns: there is a
new breed of litigation hangers-on, whose main
expertise is to craft reports which will conceal
anything that might be to the disadvantage of
their clients.

1994 Editorial,
THE BARíS JOURNAL COUNSEL

Laws are generally found to be nets of such a texture,
as the little creep through, the great break through,
and the middle-sized are alone entangled in.

WILLIAM SHENSTONE,
Essays on Men & Manners


